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Q24  Any additional comments. 
Representative comments are provided below, in order of submission.  27 comments were submitted.   

Representative Comments Submitted:   

I wish there were more affordable (not low-income) housing in my area; the lack of it forces me to be a renter in the 

area I desire rather than a homeowner as I would prefer to be! 

Lanscapes3 needs to allow for more housing in urban centers. Specifically: -Recategorize some communities as "Urban" 

currently designated "Suburban Center." Exton should be treated as an urban community, for example, and not treating 

it as such greatly stifles growth in Central Chester County. -Advocate for smarter urban growth in areas categorized 

urban which are currently not pulling their weight. For instance, the area of West Goshen outside of West Chester but 

inside 202 was smartly categorized as urban in Lanscapes2, but is still blighted by dated, 1960s land-use codes allowing 

for little more than strip malls. -Strongly advocate for liberal urban infill development. The flip side of this is Lanscapes3 

also needs to protect open space much more aggressively. DO NOT cede even one acre of area currently designated 

"rural" to the "suburban" landscape. There is a lot of disagreement about how to grow as a county, but pretty much 

unanimous consensus that nobody wants more farmland destroyed for tract housing. 

While renter costs have increased, the quality of the properties has decreased. Landlords are not held to adequate 

standards to rent their properties. Many rental properties that are rented are unsafe. Chester County has become an 
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investors market and less of a family/first time home buyer market. Investors make the county difficult for millennials 

and young families to live in because it has become unaffordable. I'd rather purchase a home with more square footage 

and in better shape in another town. 

Housing is a product constructed by speculative investors focused on maximizing profit. Need for housing isn't a 

concern for builders. Thus the population that needs housing is underserved. 

Risking hyperbole here, but suburban development has ruined Chester County. It's the new Delaware County :( Focus 

new development on the places where there are amenities and infrastructure (e.g. West Chester Borough), and relax 

building restrictions (height limits, preservation requirements) in these places. Restrict development in areas of open 

space. It's resource-intensive, car-dependent, inefficient development that will position Chester County, and its 

taxpayers, poorly in the long run. 

Need to keep / expand open spaces, parks, and access public transit (especially rail) 

It is important that I am able to continue to live in Chester County. I am a home owner and am approaching retirement. 

Taxes need to stay low/become lower. After a home is paid off, some owners can no longer afford taxes in developing 

areas and get "pushed" out. 

Being a resident and the President of Council, the City of Coatesville has forty percent of the Country's section 8 

housing and as many nonprofits, which keeps our tax base low and the tax burden high. Poverty is a huge issue and we 

need assistance with a resolution. 

More affordable housing is in desperate need in Chester County! 

The idea that we should build homes on undeveloped land to provide homes at reasonable prices is false. All I have 

seen is that developers buy land and then build as many houses as they can fit while charging the most they can, 

typically way above a price for middle incomes- as in Toll Bros, Pulte or Lennar near Chester Springs. New homes cost 

$500,000 or more! So the developers only profit while communities are saddled with school costs and traffic 

nightmares. This rationale behind approving more high density developments must end and seen as false 

Housing for people with mental health issues were not addressed 

Two comments. (1) Regulations have added costs to the production of new housing, without a corresponding public 

benefit. Therefore, it's become infeasible for private developers to build workforce housing. Land development 

regulations, DEP regulations, sprinkler requirements, the demands of fire marshals, and utility company standards  

have conspired to add $10,000 per home in new costs in just the last ten years. When the homebuyer can only afford 

$200,000 for a house, those costs can be fatal to a project. Nobody is advocating against these regulations or even 

demanding cost benefit analyses (e.g., fire sprinklers, water meter vaults, excessive street widths). For the most part, 

because of this phenomenon, all new housing is luxury housing; (2) We can do more with our infill sites. While the 

recent spate of infill apt development is welcome, we need to remove limitations on dense market-driven development 

in towns and near transit. Parking minimums and density maximums are self-defeating in a walkable urban 

environment. 

An elder-friendly community is a family-friendly community. 
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Having a report on the true meaning of the Open Space program would be helpful to understand who is / are the actual 

benefactors of the program 

While school quality is a significant concern for many home seekers, other factors such as affordability, proximity to 

transit and employment, and resource network also factor into housing choices. 

Even though my choice of living style 35 years ago was rural, I have changed my views, serving as a public health nurse 

in rural SCC and experiencing the lack of affordable housing for migrants and service workers. There seems to be a 

value for community-centers with housing near-by, which provides a range of housing options and costs, which in turn 

also preserves open space. I am an advocate for Developers taking tax credits and providing affordable housing along 

with higher cost housing. 

Affordable Housing can come in many forms. While I think large projects are necessary, I also believe there should be 

more of an emphasis on municipalities encouraging affordable housing within the existing infrastructure; tiny houses, 

carriage houses, granny flats, backyard cottages, accessory dwelling, could be an immediate fix to many of the Urban 

Centers’ needs. Too often municipalities outlaw these, or zone them out of existence. 

 

 


